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Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Central Texas, Austin is a city that defies
easy definition. It's a vibrant metropolis with a thriving tech scene, a world-
renowned music industry, and a culinary landscape that rivals any other.
But what truly sets Austin apart is its enigmatic charm, a tapestry woven
from the colorful threads of its people and places.

In The People and Places That Keep Austin Strangely Wonderful, author
and longtime Austinian Eric Benson takes readers on an unforgettable
journey through the heart and soul of this captivating city.

Eccentric Personalities Abound
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Austin is a city where individuality thrives. From the enigmatic "Cosmic
Cowboy" who spends his days wandering the streets in full Western regalia
to the eccentric "Vodka Diva" who hosts a weekly vodka tasting salon, the
city is a magnet for those who embrace the unusual and embrace the
unexpected.

Quirky Landmarks at Every Turn
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Austin's landscape is dotted with quirky landmarks that reflect the city's
unique personality. There's the Driskill Hotel vault, which is said to be
haunted by the ghost of a former guest who was murdered in the room; the
Museum of the Weird, which houses an eclectic collection of bizarre and
unusual artifacts; and the Giant Eyeball, a massive sculpture that was
originally commissioned for a science fiction film but now stands as a
symbol of Austin's quirky spirit.
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A Thriving Music Scene

It's no exaggeration to say that music is the lifeblood of Austin. The city is
home to a thriving live music scene, with venues of all sizes hosting
everything from intimate singer-songwriter sets to raucous rock shows.
Austin is also the birthplace of the legendary South by Southwest (SXSW)
music festival, which brings together musicians, industry professionals, and
music lovers from around the world.

A Culinary Paradise

Austin's culinary scene is as diverse and vibrant as the city itself. From
world-class barbecue joints to award-winning fine dining establishments,
there's something to satisfy every palate. Austin is also home to a thriving
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food truck culture, with mobile vendors serving up everything from tacos to
gourmet burgers.

A City of Endless Wonder

Austin is a city that is constantly reinventing itself, a place where the
unexpected is always around the corner. It's a city that embraces its
weirdness, its individuality, and its passion for life. As Eric Benson writes in
The People and Places That Keep Austin Strangely Wonderful, "Austin is a
place where anything is possible, and where the only rule is to be yourself."

If you're looking for a city that will surprise, delight, and inspire you, then
look no further than Austin, Texas. And if you want to discover the people
and places that make this city so uniquely wonderful, then be sure to pick
up a copy of Eric Benson's book.
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