
The Jewish Confederates: A Window into Civil
War and Jewish History
In the vast and tumultuous tapestry of the American Civil War, countless
stories remain untold, waiting to be uncovered by curious minds. Among
them lies a chapter that has been largely overlooked: the participation of
Jewish soldiers in the Confederate Army.

Robert Rosen's compelling book, "The Jewish Confederates," sheds light
on this intriguing and often forgotten aspect of history. Through extensive
research and meticulous analysis, Rosen unravels the lives and
experiences of these Jewish men who fought for the Confederacy,
providing a fresh perspective on both the Civil War and the complexities of
Jewish identity.
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Jewish Southerners and the Outbreak of War

At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, the Jewish population in the South
was relatively small, numbering around 15,000. Despite their limited
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numbers, they had established themselves as a respected and integral part
of Southern society, contributing to various economic, social, and religious
spheres.

Many Jewish Southerners initially harbored Unionist sympathies, but as the
war progressed and the issue of slavery came to the forefront, their
allegiances shifted. Several factors influenced this change of heart:
economic ties to the Southern economy, a fear of Union encroachment
upon Southern autonomy, and the growing perception that the Union was
waging a war against the South's way of life.

Jewish Confederate Soldiers: A Profile

Rosen's research reveals that approximately 150 to 200 Jewish soldiers
served in the Confederate Army, representing a significant proportion of the
overall Jewish population in the South. These soldiers came from diverse
backgrounds and walks of life, spanning various occupations and social
classes.

Some of the most notable Jewish Confederate soldiers include:

Captain Raphael Moses, a prominent businessman and Confederate
quartermaster

Private Jacob Schwartz, a Bavarian immigrant and member of the
Stonewall Brigade

Surgeon General Simon Baruch, a distinguished physician who
served as the Confederate Medical Department's chief surgeon



Their stories offer a glimpse into the complexities of Jewish identity during
a time of immense social and political upheaval.

Experiences of Jewish Confederate Soldiers

The experiences of Jewish Confederate soldiers varied greatly. Some
faced discrimination from their fellow soldiers and commanders, while
others managed to integrate into their units without major incidents. Many
performed their duties with dedication and valor, earning respect and even
admiration from their comrades.

However, they also grappled with a profound internal conflict: they were
fighting for a cause that was fundamentally at odds with their Jewish faith
and values. The institution of slavery, which the Confederacy sought to
preserve, was anathema to the Jewish teachings of equality and social
justice.

This cognitive dissonance led some Jewish Confederate soldiers to
question their beliefs and commitments. It also sparked a dialogue within
Jewish communities about the compatibility of Jewish identity with the
values of the Confederacy.

Legacy and Remembrance

The legacy of Jewish Confederate soldiers is a complex and contested
one. Their participation in the war has been interpreted in various ways,
from accusations of betrayal to recognition of their patriotism and courage.

In recent years, there has been a growing movement to acknowledge and
commemorate the contributions of Jewish Confederate soldiers. In 2003,
the Simon Baruch House Museum in Richmond, Virginia, opened an exhibit



dedicated to Jewish Confederates. Additionally, several historical societies
and Jewish organizations are actively working to preserve and share their
stories.

Robert Rosen's groundbreaking work, "The Jewish Confederates," has
played a crucial role in bringing this forgotten history to light. Through his
meticulous research and engaging narrative, he has provided a nuanced
and comprehensive account of the experiences and struggles of these
Jewish soldiers.

By delving into the complexities of their choices and beliefs, "The Jewish
Confederates" offers a unique and thought-provoking perspective on the
Civil War, Jewish identity, and the complexities of human nature.

The story of Jewish Confederate soldiers is a testament to the resilience
and diversity of the American experience. Their experiences, as revealed in
Robert Rosen's masterful work, challenge our understanding of the Civil
War and shed new light on the complexities of Jewish identity in the United
States.

As we continue to grapple with the legacies of slavery, race, and war, "The
Jewish Confederates" provides a valuable historical lens through which to
examine these issues and foster a more inclusive and just society.
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