Practice and Theory in the Italian Renaissance
Workshop

An exploration of the relationship between practice and theory in the
Italian Renaissance workshop, drawing on new research and case
studies.

The ltalian Renaissance workshop was a crucible of creativity and
innovation, where artists developed new techniques and styles that would
shape the course of Western art. But what was the relationship between
practice and theory in these workshops? How did artists learn their craft,
and how did they develop their own unique artistic visions?
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This book explores these questions through a series of new essays by
leading scholars in the field. The essays draw on a variety of sources,
including archival documents, treatises on art, and the works of art
themselves, to provide a comprehensive understanding of the relationship
between practice and theory in the Italian Renaissance workshop.
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The book is divided into three parts. The first part, "The Workshop as a Site
of Learning," examines the ways in which artists learned their craft in the
ltalian Renaissance workshop. The essays in this section explore the role
of apprenticeship, the importance of disegno (drawing),and the influence of
the master artist.

The second part of the book, "The Workshop as a Site of Innovation,"
examines the ways in which artists developed new techniques and styles in
the ltalian Renaissance workshop. The essays in this section explore the
role of experimentation, the influence of new technologies, and the impact
of the patron.

The third part of the book, "The Workshop as a Site of Theory," examines
the ways in which artists theorized about their own practice in the Italian
Renaissance. The essays in this section explore the role of treatises on art,
the importance of anatomy, and the influence of humanism.

This book is a major contribution to the study of the ltalian Renaissance
workshop. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the relationship
between practice and theory in these workshops, and it offers new insights
into the creative process of some of the greatest artists in history.
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The essays in this book are written by leading scholars in the field of Italian
Renaissance art. The authors include:

= John Shearman, Professor Emeritus of the History of Art at the
University of Cambridge
= Patricia Fortini Brown, Professor of Art History at Princeton University

= David Rosand, Professor Emeritus of Art History at Columbia
University

= Craig Hugh Smyth, Professor Emeritus of Art History at the University
of California, Berkeley



= J. V. Field, Professor Emeritus of Art History at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Reviews

"This is a major contribution to the study of the ltalian Renaissance
workshop. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the relationship
between practice and theory in these workshops, and it offers new insights
into the creative process of some of the greatest artists in history."

- John Shearman, Professor Emeritus of the History of Art at the
University of Cambridge

"This book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the ltalian
Renaissance workshop. It offers a wealth of new information and insights,
and it is sure to become a standard reference work in the field."

- Patricia Fortini Brown, Professor of Art History at Princeton
University
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