
Political History of the Indian Capitalist Class
in the Early Twentieth Century
Prologue: The Crucible of Modern India

The early 20th century witnessed a profound shift in the political and
economic landscape of India. The rise of the Indian capitalist class played a
pivotal role in shaping this transformation. This book delves into the
intricate political history of this influential class, exploring its origins,
strategies, and impact on the nation's socio-economic fabric.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Indian Capitalism

The roots of Indian capitalism can be traced back to the colonial era. British
policies, such as the zamindari system and the indigo trade, created an
environment conducive to the growth of a mercantile and industrial class.
The book examines the emergence of early industrialists like Jamsetji Tata,
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G.D. Birla, and Walchand Hirachand, who laid the foundation for India's
industrial development.

Chapter 2: The Political awakening

As the Indian capitalist class grew in economic strength, it began to assert
its political aspirations. The Indian National Congress, founded in 1885,
became a platform for expressing the political demands of the bourgeoisie.
The book explores the changing relationship between the Indian capitalist
class and the nationalist movement, as well as the role of the capitalists in
shaping the Indian constitution.

Chapter 3: The Struggle for Economic Independence

The Indian capitalist class played a significant role in the economic
nationalist movement. They demanded protective tariffs, state support for
industries, and the expansion of the Indian market. The book examines the
strategies employed by the capitalists to promote their economic interests,
including the formation of industrial associations and the use of mass
media.

Chapter 4: The Impact on Social Transformation

The rise of the Indian capitalist class also had a profound impact on Indian
society. The growth of industries led to the emergence of an industrial
working class and the migration of labor from rural to urban areas. The
book analyzes the social and cultural changes brought about by
industrialization, including the rise of trade unions, the spread of education,
and the changing status of women.

Chapter 5: The Legacy and the Future



The legacy of the Indian capitalist class in the early 20th century continues
to shape contemporary India. The book examines the ongoing influence of
the capitalist class on the nation's economic and political development. It
also explores the challenges and opportunities facing the Indian capitalist
class in the 21st century, including the impact of globalization and the rise
of new economic powers.

: A Pivotal Force in India's History

The political history of the Indian capitalist class in the early 20th century is
a story of ambition, influence, and transformation. The book provides a
comprehensive examination of this pivotal period, offering insights into the
complex relationship between politics and capitalism in shaping the destiny
of a nation.
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