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The relationship between Pakistan and the United States has been one of
the most consequential and misunderstood in the world. For decades, the
two countries have been close allies, but their relationship has also been
marked by mistrust, conflict, and mutual recrimination.

In Pakistan, the United States, and an Epic History of Misunderstanding,
historian Husain Haqqani offers a sweeping account of this complex and
often fraught relationship. Haqqani traces the roots of the misunderstanding
back to the Cold War, when the United States allied itself with Pakistan to
counter the Soviet Union. He shows how the two countries' different
perceptions of the threat posed by communism led to a series of
misunderstandings that have plagued the relationship ever since.
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Haqqani also examines the impact of Pakistan's nuclear program on the
relationship. He argues that the United States' decision to support
Pakistan's nuclear program in the 1980s was a major turning point, creating
a sense of mistrust that has never fully dissipated.

In recent years, the relationship between Pakistan and the United States
has been further strained by the war in Afghanistan. Haqqani argues that
the United States' decision to invade Afghanistan in 2001 without
consulting Pakistan created a major rift between the two countries. He also
shows how the United States' use of drones in Pakistan has further eroded
trust.

Despite the many challenges, Haqqani argues that the relationship
between Pakistan and the United States is too important to fail. He calls for
a new understanding between the two countries, based on mutual respect
and a shared commitment to regional stability.

Pakistan, the United States, and an Epic History of Misunderstanding is a
timely and important book that offers a much-needed perspective on one of
the most complex and consequential relationships in the world.

Reviews

"Haqqani's book is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
complex relationship between Pakistan and the United States. It is a
nuanced and insightful account of a relationship that has been marked by
both cooperation and conflict."—Strobe Talbott, former Deputy Secretary
of State



"Haqqani has written a definitive history of the relationship between
Pakistan and the United States. It is a complex and often tragic story, but
Haqqani tells it with clarity and compassion."—Salman Rushdie, author of
Midnight's Children

"Haqqani's book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand
the challenges facing Pakistan and the United States in the 21st century."—
Ayesha Jalal, author of Partisans of Allah

About the Author

Husain Haqqani is the Director of the South Asia Center at the Hudson
Institute. He has served as Pakistan's Ambassador to the United States
and as Pakistan's National Security Advisor. Haqqani is the author of
several books, including Pakistan: Between Mosque and Military and
Reimagining Pakistan.
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