
Game of Thrones and the Medieval Art of War:
Uncovering the Historical Roots of Westeros's
Warfare
George R.R. Martin's sprawling fantasy epic, Game of Thrones, has
captivated audiences worldwide with its intricate world-building and thrilling
battles. Behind the mythical realms and magical creatures, however, lies a
fascinating connection to the real-world history of medieval warfare.
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This article delves into the historical inspirations that shaped the military
strategies and tactics depicted in Game of Thrones. By exploring the
parallels between Westeros's battles and real-world medieval conflicts, we
can gain a deeper understanding of Martin's creative genius and the
enduring legacy of medieval warfare in our collective imagination.

Sieges and Fortified Castles
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In Game of Thrones, fortified castles play a pivotal role in the struggle for
power. From the towering Red Keep in King's Landing to the imposing
Winterfell in the North, these castles represent the might and wealth of their
lords.

Similarly, in medieval Europe, castles were crucial defensive structures.
They were built on strategic hills or near rivers to control access to
resources and provide protection from enemy attacks. The design of these
castles, with their thick walls, moat, and drawbridges, was influenced by
centuries of warfare.
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The Art of Siege Warfare

The sieges depicted in Game of Thrones vividly capture the brutality and
complexity of medieval siege warfare. From the massive siege towers used
in the Battle of Blackwater Bay to the intricate tunnels constructed by the
Wildlings at the Wall, Martin's descriptions are both horrifying and awe-
inspiring.

In medieval Europe, sieges were often lengthy and costly affairs. Attackers
employed various tactics to breach castle defenses, including
bombardment with trebuchets, mining under the walls, and scaling the
walls using ladders or siege towers.
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Cavalry Charges and Infantry Tactics

The open field battles in Game of Thrones showcase the thrilling clash of
cavalry charges and infantry formations. From the Dothraki hordes to the
disciplined ranks of the Unsullied, Martin's battle scenes encapsulate the
grandeur and chaos of medieval warfare.

In medieval Europe, cavalry played a decisive role in battles. Heavily
armored knights on horseback could inflict devastating blows upon enemy
ranks. However, infantry remained crucial, especially in close-quarters
combat or in defending fortified positions.



Leaders and Strategy

Throughout Game of Thrones, the decisions and strategies of key leaders
shape the course of events. From Tywin Lannister's ruthless tactics to
Daenerys Targaryen's innovative use of dragons, Martin's characters
exemplify the challenges and rewards of military leadership.

In medieval warfare, effective leaders were skilled in strategy, tactics, and
diplomacy. They understood the importance of terrain, supply lines, and
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morale. Military treatises from the period provide valuable insights into the
thought processes and decision-making of medieval commanders.

The Legacy of Medieval Warfare

The historical influences on Game of Thrones not only enrich the world-
building but also underscore the enduring legacy of medieval warfare in our
modern imagination. The castles, battles, and strategies depicted in the
series resonate with us because they tap into the same themes of power,
conflict, and human nature that have fascinated historians and storytellers
for centuries.

By exploring the historical roots of Westeros's warfare, we can appreciate
the creative ingenuity of George R.R. Martin and gain a deeper
understanding of the enduring significance of medieval history.

Game of Thrones is not simply a fantasy epic; it is a testament to the
enduring power of history to inspire and inform our imagination. By weaving
real-world medieval warfare into the tapestry of Westeros, George R.R.
Martin has created a world that is both captivating and thought-provoking.

Through the lens of Game of Thrones, we can explore the strategies,
tactics, and human drama of medieval warfare in a vivid and unforgettable
way. As we delve into the historical influences on the series, we gain a
deeper appreciation for the legacy of medieval history and the timeless
storytelling power of war and conflict.
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